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1. Introduction 
The European Citizen Science Association (ECSA) conferences are a biennial highlight in 
the citizen science calendar and a celebration of the European citizen science community. 
They bring together researchers, practitioners, civil society organisations, policy-makers, 
educators, community leaders and citizens from across Europe and beyond. 

ECSA invites organisations and consortia to apply to host the ECSA2030 conference. All 
host organisations should be members of ECSA at the time of application.  

Hosting the ECSA conference is a unique opportunity to bring citizen science into focus 
for your organisation, region and country. It allows hosts to showcase local initiatives and 
infrastructures, attract international visitors and partnerships, strengthen local and 
international citizen science communities, and contribute to the future development of 
citizen science in Europe. 

The conference serves as a platform for exchange and collaboration, a space to spotlight 
new ideas and practices, and an opportunity to explore current developments in citizen 
science. 

The ECSA2028 conference will take place in Lisbon, Portugal, hosted by the Portuguese 
Citizen Science Network (RPCC) and NUCLIO. 

Table 1. All ECSA conferences 

More information about past conferences can be found at: www.ecsa.ngo/conferences/. 

www.ecsa.ngo 

Conference Location Dates Topic 

ECSA 2016 Berlin, Germany 19-21 May Citizen science - Innovation in Open 
Science, Society and Policy 

ECSA 2018 Geneva, Switzerland 3-5 June The Citizen 

ECSA 2020 Trieste, Italy 6-11 September Encounters in Citizen Science 

ECSA 2022 Berlin, Germany 5-8 October Citizen Science for Planetary Health 

ECSA 2024 Vienna, Austria 3-6 April Change 

ECSA 2026 Oulu, Finland 3-6 March Citizen Science bridging Centre and 
Periphery 

ECSA 2028 Lisbon, Portugal forthcoming The Impact of Citizen Science on 
Democracy, Science and Society 

https://www.cienciacidada.pt/
https://www.cienciacidada.pt/
https://nuclio.org/en/
https://www.ecsa.ngo/conferences/
http://www.ecsa.ngo
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2. Eligibility 
Applications may be submitted by: 

●​ individual organisations, 

●​ or consortia of organisations. 

The lead host organisation must: 

●​ demonstrate sufficient organisational and financial capacity, 

●​ be willing to take overall responsibility for conference delivery, 

●​ be an ECSA member organisation. 

Collaborations between universities, museums, municipalities, networks, NGOs, research 
institutes and other organisations are encouraged. 

3. What ECSA is looking for 
ECSA is seeking host organisations that can demonstrate: 

●​ experience in organising large international events, 

●​ strong local organisational capacity, 

●​ the ability to coordinate fundraising and sponsorship activities, 

●​ commitment to accessibility, sustainability and inclusiveness, 

●​ capacity to work collaboratively with ECSA headquarters and the ECSA Conference 
Committee, 

●​ the ability to deliver a welcoming, innovative and financially viable conference. 

4. Conference framework 
The ECSA2030 conference is expected to: 

●​ take place over four conference days, 

●​ accommodate up to 950 participants, 

www.ecsa.ngo 
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●​ include parallel sessions, networking areas and social spaces, 

●​ include additional days before and/or after the conference for ECSA Working Group 
meetings, side events, field trips and public activities, 

●​ provide opportunities for online participation. 

The conference language is English. A limited number of sessions in additional 
languages may be organised upon agreement with ECSA. 

5. Accessibility and inclusion 
5.1 On-site accessibility 

Conference venues, social events and related activities should be planned with 
accessibility and inclusion in mind. This includes, where possible: 

●​ barrier-free access for participants with reduced mobility, 

●​ support for participants with hearing or other accessibility needs, 

●​ quiet spaces, 

●​ childcare options, 

●​ other measures that enable broad participation. 

Applications may also include additional participation support measures, such as: 

●​ travel support schemes, 

●​ sponsorship programmes, 

●​ reduced-rate tickets, 

●​ other inclusion measures. 

5.2 Online participation 

Parts of the conference should be accessible online, for example through: 

●​ live streaming, 

●​ hybrid sessions, 

●​ recordings, 

www.ecsa.ngo 

http://www.ecsa.ngo


7 

 

●​ social media engagement, 

●​ other digital participation formats. 

Applications should include a preliminary online participation concept describing: 

●​ planned formats, 

●​ technical setup, 

●​ accessibility measures, 

●​ audience engagement, 

●​ anticipated costs, 

●​ staffing requirements. 

5.3 Reduced-rate participation 

ECSA aims to keep registration fees as low as possible. 

Conference hosts are encouraged to offer reduced-rate tickets, with a discount of around 
10%, to students, early stage career researchers and delegates from low income countries 
and institutions to increase representation and provide an access point into the citizen 
science community. 

6. Sustainability 
Applications should include a sustainability concept addressing: 

●​ travel and mobility, 

●​ catering, 

●​ energy use, 

●​ printed materials and merchandise, 

●​ waste reduction, 

●​ environmentally responsible event management. 

Conference organisation should align with ECSA’s evolving environmental, inclusiveness 
and safe space policies. 

www.ecsa.ngo 

https://www.ecsa.ngo/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/ECSA-environmental-guidlines-v1-2020.pdf
https://www.ecsa.ngo/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/ECSA-openness-guidlines-v3-2020.pdf
https://www.ecsa.ngo/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/ECSA-safe-space-policy-v1-2020.pdf
http://www.ecsa.ngo
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7. Financial framework 
The host organisation is responsible for the financial and logistical management of the 
conference, including: 

●​ budgeting, 

●​ fundraising, 

●​ sponsorship coordination, 

●​ registration management, 

●​ supplier and venue contracts, 

●​ operational delivery. 

The host organisation carries the primary financial responsibility and risk for the 
conference unless otherwise agreed in the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). 

Hosts should submit: 

●​ a preliminary conference budget, 

●​ estimated registration fees, 

●​ projected participant numbers, 

●​ an overview of anticipated income sources, 

●​ key expenditure categories. 

The preliminary budget should include, where applicable: 

●​ venue costs, 

●​ staffing and project management, 

●​ professional conference organiser (PCO) costs, 

●​ catering, 

●​ technical infrastructure, 

●​ accessibility measures, 

●​ online participation infrastructure, 

www.ecsa.ngo 
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●​ communication and design, 

●​ social events, 

●​ security, 

●​ travel support schemes, 

●​ contingency planning. 

As part of the conference financial model, ECSA receives a contribution for each 
conference ticket sold. This contribution is expected to be around EUR 100 per full-price 
ticket. The exact amount, calculation basis and payment mechanism will be agreed 
between ECSA and the host organisation and set out in the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU). 

The application must include an institutional commitment letter signed by an authorised 
representative of the lead host organisation. This letter should confirm that the 
organisation supports the application and is willing to take responsibility for hosting and 
delivering the conference, including the necessary financial, organisational and staffing 
commitments. 

8. Responsibilities of the host 
The host organisation is expected to: 

8.1 Organisation and logistics 

●​ coordinate the overall conference organisation, 

●​ engage or appoint a professional conference organiser (PCO), 

●​ manage venue logistics and supplier contracts, 

●​ coordinate catering, technical support and security, 

●​ manage registrations and participant communication, 

●​ ensure accessibility and safety measures. 

8.2 Programme 

●​ co-develop the conference theme with ECSA, 

●​ coordinate the call for proposals, 

www.ecsa.ngo 
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●​ support the selection of sessions and speakers, 

●​ contribute to keynote speaker identification, 

●​ develop the conference programme together with ECSA. 

8.3 Communication 

●​ coordinate conference communication activities with ECSA, 

●​ maintain the conference website, 

●​ provide practical information for participants, 

●​ support outreach and publicity activities. 

8.4 Documentation and reporting 

●​ document the conference process, 

●​ share photos and communication materials with ECSA, 

●​ provide a post-event report with all relevant information and data, 

●​ coordinate conference proceedings where applicable, 

●​ manage participant data in compliance with GDPR and other relevant regulations, 

●​ ensure that relevant participant data can be made available to ECSA for 
conference-related communication, reporting and community follow-up, based on 
appropriate consent procedures. 

9. Facilitation and support provided by 
ECSA 
The ECSA Conference Committee is an advisory group selected by the ECSA Executive 
Board, headquarters and the host organisation(s), supporting the strategic and 
programme development of the conference.  

ECSA headquarters and the ECSA Conference Committee will: 

●​ facilitate strategic conference planning, 

●​ support communication and outreach, 

www.ecsa.ngo 

http://www.ecsa.ngo


11 

 

●​ support programme development, 

●​ contribute to proposal review and speaker selection, 

●​ support keynote speaker identification, 

●​ provide guidance based on previous conferences, 

●​ maintain regular coordination meetings with the host. 

ECSA reserves the right to approve: 

●​ the conference theme, 

●​ major branding and communication elements, 

●​ the final conference programme, 

●​ major sponsorship and partnership arrangements. 

10. Application structure 
Applications should include: 

1.​ Main contact person(s) 

2.​ Name and address of host organisation(s) 

3.​ Name and address of supporting organisation(s) 

4.​ Contact details 

5.​ Proposed conference date(s) or date ranges 

6.​ Venue description and technical capacities 

7.​ Room capacities and networking/social spaces 

8.​ Photos of the venue 

9.​ Organisational structure and staffing plan 

10.​ Information on engagement of a professional conference organiser 

11.​ Preliminary budget and funding model 

12.​ Sustainability concept 

www.ecsa.ngo 
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13.​ Accessibility and inclusion concept 

14.​ Online participation concept 

15.​ Risk assessment and mitigation measures 

16.​ Any planned collaboration with other events or initiatives 

17.​ Institutional commitment letter 

Applications should be submitted: 

●​ in English, 

●​ as a PDF document, 

●​ with annexes where relevant, 

●​ preferably not exceeding 15–20 pages excluding annexes. 

11. Selection criteria 
Applications will be assessed based on: 

●​ organisational capacity, 

●​ venue suitability, 

●​ financial feasibility, 

●​ accessibility and inclusion, 

●​ sustainability, 

●​ programme vision, 

●​ online participation strategy, 

●​ risk management, 

●​ strategic relevance for the European citizen science community. 

The final selection will be made by ECSA following consultation with the ECSA 
Conference Committee and relevant ECSA bodies. 

www.ecsa.ngo 
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12. Timeline 
●​ Call publication: June 2026 

●​ Optional information and Q&A session: Autumn 2026 

●​ Deadline for applications: 30 April 2027 

●​ Review period: May 2027 

●​ Interviews/discussions with shortlisted applicants (if required): May–June 2027 

●​ Final decision: June 2027 

13. Submission and contact 
Applications should be submitted to conference@ecsa.ngo. 

Interested organisations are encouraged to contact ECSA headquarters before submission 
to discuss questions, ideas or potential collaborations. 

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) will be developed jointly between ECSA and the 
selected host organisation(s). 

ECSA warmly thanks all applicants for their interest in hosting the ECSA2030 conference 
and for their support of the European citizen science community. 
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Contact 
Verein der Europäischen Bürgerwissenschaften – ECSA e.V.​
c/o Museum für Naturkunde ​
Invalidenstraße 43 ​
10115 Berlin 

📞 +49 (0) 30 889 140 87 76 

✉️ conference@ecsa.ngo 

💻 ecsa.ngo 
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