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Experience  
  
Since 01/2022 
University of St. Gallen 
Grants Office 
Vice-President’s Board  
Research and Faculty 
 

Grants Advisor and member of the Faculty Development 
Team 

• Support for researchers with all matters regarding 
grant writing 

• Information and advice on national, European and 
international funding opportunities 

• Internal and external communication: newsletter 
and the Grants Office’s Twitter Channel 

• Various conceptual tasks regarding faculty 
development and career tracks 

 
08/2018 – 12/2021  
University and ETH Zurich,  
Participatory Science Academy 
 

Managing Director 
• Establishment of the Academy 
• Development of services for participatory citizen 

science projects 
• Organization and implementation of the processes 

of the allocation of seed grants, including the call, 
the review process and the entire lifecycle of the 
projects 

• Budget planning  
• Reporting 

 
05/2017 – 07/2018 
University of Zurich 
Psychological Institute, Chair for 
Gerontopsychology (Prof. Dr. Mike 
Martin) 
 

Scientific Project Manager 
• Grant Writing 
• Project- and Organizational development 
• Project management, including the development of 

a tool for a self-assessment of data protection 
needs for research projects 
 

07/2013 – 03/2017 
University of Konstanz 

Grants Advisor 

mailto:susanne.toensmann@unisg.ch
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 • Support for researchers with all matters regarding 
grant writing 

• Information on national, European and 
international funding opportunities 

• Organization und facilitation of information events 
and workshops like „European Funding and 
Horizon2020“, „Grant Writing in a Nutshell“, 
„Write here, Write now“, „Writing Successful 
Grant Proposals“  

• Contact person for the University of Konstanz for 
the network of research support offices at 
universities in Baden-Württemberg 

 
04/2013 – 07/2013 
Baden-Wuerttemberg Cooperative State 
University Stuttgart  
 

Instructor at the School of Social Work  
Courses in the political theory and philosophy 

03/2012 – 10/2012 
Georg-August-Universität Göttingen 
 

Coordinator for EU-Cooperation, 
International Office 
Coordination of activities in two European networks  
 

10/2009 – 02/2012 
Georg-August-Universität Göttingen 
 

Institute for Political Science 
Lecturer 
International Relations and Gender Studies   
 

10/2005 – 03/2006 
University of Hannover 
 

Institute for Political Science 
Lecturer 
International Relations and Gender Studies 
 

 
Education 
 
Certificate of Advanced Studies (15 ECTS) “Coaching” 
2023, Eastern Switzerland University of Applied Sciences. 
 
Certificate of Advanced Studies (15 ECTS) “Gerontology” 
2017, University of Zurich. Award for the best project presentation. 
 
PhD, Political Science  
03/2012, University of Bremen. PhD in Political Science: „What is Citizenship for? Naturalization and 
Citizenships in Latvia” 
 
Magistra Artium 
04/2004, University of Hannover. Major: Political Science. Minors: Sociology and English and American  
Literature and Cultural Studies. Grade: 1.0. 
 
«Abitur» 
1996, Hainberg-Gymnasium Göttingen 
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Experience abroad 
 
02/2008 – 03/2008 
Riga, Lettland 
 

Field research as part of doctoral work 

03/2007 – 06/2007 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 

Honorary Visiting Scholar, Women’s Studies Program 

07/2005 
Tomsk and Moscow, Russia 

Language course 

  
09/2004 – 12/2004 
University of Latvia 
 

Research and teaching  

02/2003 – 05/2003 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Short term Scholarship (German Academic Exchange 
Service) for writing the Masters Thesis abroad 
 

02/2002 – 04/2002 
University of Iceland, Reykjavík 
 

Erasmus student, Political Science 
 

08/2000 – 07/2001 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Guest Student, Political Science and Women’s Studies, 
Grade Point Average 4.0/4.0 

 
 
Scholarships 
 

• Participations in the „Academic Journal Writing Workshop“, Summer School of the European 
Sociological Association, July 19-23, 2010, Seili/Finland 

• PhD Scholarship University of Bremen, 10/2008 – 02/2009 
• PhD Scholarship, Heinrich-Böll-Foundation, 10/2005 – 09/2008, Member of the group „Risks of 

exclusion and strategies for inclusion in Europe”  
• DAAD Scholarship Language Course for Beginners in the Russian Federation July/August 2005, 

Tomsk/Moscow 
• Scholarship for an intensive course Latvian, funded by the Lower Saxony Ministry for Science and 

Culture, Braunschweig/Riga, February/March 2005 
• DAAD Scholarship for a three months research stay at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 

February – May 2003 
• Erasmus-Scholarship, University of Iceland, Reykjavík, Spring Term 2002 
• Fulbright Travel Grant, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2000/01 
• Scholarship awareded by the University of Hannover for studying at the University of Wisconsin-

Madison (10.000 DM) 
 
 

Continuing education  
 

• „Intercultural skills“ Certificate at the University of Konstanz (2016) 
• Participation in the „International Staff Exchange Week for Administration Staff“, University of 

Helsinki (2014) 
• „Non-Violent Communication“, two-day workshop at the University of Konstanz (2014) 
• „Advising skills“, two-day workshop at the Zentrum für Wissenschaftsmanagement e.V. (2013) 



 4 

• Peer Training to become a writing advisor, International Writing Center, Georg-August-Universität 
Göttingen (2009-2011) 

 
 
 

Presentations & Publications 
 

2020 «Early Career Researchers’ Perspectives on Citizen Science» Poster at the 6. Austrian 
Citizen Science Conference (with P. Biberhofer and B. Lembke-Ibold), 14. – 
16.09.2020 
 

2019 
 

Seifert, Alexander, Hans Rudolf Schelling, Susanne Tönsmann und Mike Martin. 
Partizipativ mitforschen: Interesse und Meinungen zur partizipativen Forschung 
unter Teilnehmenden einer Senioren-Universität. Zeitschrift für Gerontologie und 
Geriatrie, pp 1-7. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00391-019-01609-0 
 

2019 Tönsmann, Susanne und Anne Harnack. Citizen Science – Partizipation von  
Bürger*innen in Forschung und Wissenschaft. In: Wissenschaft & Frieden 2019-2: 
Partizipation – Basis für den Frieden 
 

2018 Tönsmann, Susanne. Naturalization and Citizenship in Latvia and Estonia. Brussels: 
In-Depth Analysis for the PETI Committee. 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses 
 

2017 Tönsmann, Susanne. What is Citizenship for? Citizenships and Naturalization in 
Latvia. Berlin: Berliner Wissenschafts-Verlag 
 

12/2012 Discussant, 3. Interdisziplinärer Niedersächsischer DoktorandInnentag Gender 
Studies der Landesarbeitsgemeinschaft der Einrichtungen für Frauen- und 
Geschlechterforschung in Niedersachsen (LAGEN) 
 

08/2011 Why Women become Citizens and Men remain Non-Citizens: Naturalization 
Dynamics in Latvia 1996-2009, ECPR General Conference, Reykjavik, Island 
http://www.ecprnet.eu/MyECPR/proposals/reykjavik/uploads/papers/2402.pdf  
 

09/2009 What is Citizenship for? Negotiations of Citizenship and Naturalization in Latvia, 
ECPR General Conference, Potsdam 
 

2008 Tönsmann, Susanne. „Documenting Existence. Citizens’ Passports and Non-Citizens’ 
Passports”, in: Reiche, Claudia und Sick, Andrea (Hrsg.) ‘do not exist’: woman, europe, 
digital medium. Bremen: thealit 
 

10/2007 „Aspekte lokaler Gerechtigkeit“ Symposium Inklusion und Gerechtigkeit. Impulse 
aus dem Werk Iris Marion Youngs. Technische Universität Darmstadt 
 

09/2006 Degrees of Passport: Having One or Having None and What Is Inbetween 
Transeuropean Lab ‘do not exist’, organisiert von thealit, Bremen 
 

07/2006 Kommentar zu Iris Marion Youngs: Responsibility and Global Justice: A Social 
Connection Model 
Workshop Cosmopolitan Civil Society, Georg-August-Universität Göttingen 
 

06/2005 “Securitizing Citizenship. The Construction of Non-Citizens as a Threat to Security 
in Latvia”, COST Doctoral Training School 'Critical Approaches to Security in 

http://www.ecprnet.eu/MyECPR/proposals/reykjavik/uploads/papers/2402.pdf
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Europe', Sciences Po, Paris 
 

11/2004 “Intersections of Gender and Security in the Baltic Sea Region” Internationaler PhD 
Kurs: Security Theory – Critical Innovations, Universität Kopenhagen 

 
 
Reviewer/Advisory Board Member 
 

• Member of the Board of Directors, European Citizen Science Association, 2020 – today  
• Member of the Advisory Board, University Research Priority Program, “Digital Religions” 

University of Zurich, 2021 – today  
• Member of the Conference Program Committee of the bi-annual conference by the European 

Citizen Science Association 2022 and 2024 
• Member of the Conference Program Committee of the 5th, 6th and 7th Austrian Citizen Science 

Conference 
• Member of the Conference Program Committee, Forum Citizen Science (Germany), 2019 and 

2020 
 
 
Consulting, Teaching and Coaching 
 
Since 
February 
2017 
 

Trainer „Writing Successful Grant Proposals”, workshop held at different 
universities, including the University of Luzern (2017 & Spring and Fall 2020) and 
the University of Mannheim 

Teaching at Universities in Göttingen, Hannover, Bremen and Riga, and the Baden-Wuerttemberg 
Cooperative State University Stuttgart  
 
 
Lectures • „Einführung in die Internationalen Beziehungen“ (Göttingen) 

 
Seminars • „Sozialphilosophie“, „Soziale Konstruktionen“, Begleitseminar zur 

Vorlesung „Sozialwissenschaftliche Theorien“, Begleitseminar zur 
Vorlesung „Einführung in die Politikwissenschaft“, Begleitseminar zur 
Vorlesung „Einführung in die Internationalen Beziehungen“, 
“Constructivist Approaches in International Relations Theory”, 
“Citizenship in Comparative Perspective“, „Textarten im Studium der 
Sozialwissenschaften“, Übung zur Vorlesung „Einführung in die 
vergleichende Politikwissenschaft“, „Einführung in die Internationalen 
Beziehungen: Gender und Sicherheit“, Wissenschaftliche Betreuung des 
Planspiels Vereinte Nationen. 

 
 
Other Skills 
 

• German: Native language 
• Englisch: Excellent skills 
• French: Basic skills 
• Latvian and Russian: Successfully completed beginner’s course 
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Other Activities, Voluntary Service 
 
Since November 2018 
University of Zurich 
 

Trainer, Certificate of Advanced Studies Gerontologie 
heute. (Topic: Participatory Research) 

Since October 2018 
University of Zurich and Höhere 
Fachschule Gesundheit und Soziales 
Aarau 
 

Simulations as part of the training for medical students 
and nurses  

06/2016 – 05/2017 
Konstanz 
 

Language training with a young refugee 

11/2011 – 10/2014 
Alumni of the Heinrich Böll Foundation 
e.V.  
 

Chair (11/2013 – 10/2014), Co-Chair (11/2012 – 
10/2013) and treasurer (11/2011 – 10/2012) 

• Budget  
• Organization of the annual five-day seminar of 

the association 
 

10/2005 – 09/2007 
Bremen International Graduate School of 
Social Sciences 
 

• Equal Opportunities Officer 
• Member of the search committee for new 

fellows, field international relations 
 

08/2006 – 08/2009 
Various voluntary tasks as a Fellow of the 
Heinrich-Böll-Foundation 

• Co-Organization of a three-day conference 
‚Inclusion and Exclusion in Contemporary 
Europe’ at the Hanse Wissenschaftskolleg 
Delmenhorst 

• Organization of a week-long study trip to Riga, 
Latvia with fifteen fellows of the Heinrich-Böll-
Foundation. 
 

09/2000 – 07/2001 
Madison, Wisconsin (USA) 
Madison Community Cooperative is a non-
profit organization that advocates for 
cooperative living forms.  

• Member of the Executive Board  
• Public Relations Officer  
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